MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Christmas Eve Service
Friday, December 24, 2021, 7:00 p.m.

Handbell Prelude: "He Is Born," "Rocking Carol," "While by My Sheep"
Welcome and Opening Sentences
Introit: "Go, Tell It on the Mountain" (Spiritual, arr. Carolyn Jennings)
Carol 100: "O Come, All Ye Faithful"
Lighting of the Advent Candles
Handbell Anthem: "I Wonder as I Wander" (Appalachian Carol, arr. Sandra Eithun)
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 40:1-5 and Haggai 2:6-7

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway
for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’
For thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and
the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and
I will fill this house with splendor, says the LORD of hosts.

Solo: "Scots Nativity" (Traditional Scottish text, Alan Bullard)
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 7:14 and Luke 2:8-14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’

Duet: "Gesù Bambino" ("The Infant Jesus") (Frederick H. Martens and Pietro A. Yon)
Compassionate Giving
Echoes from "A Christmas Carol"
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Carol 118: "Sussex Carol"
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 40:11 and Matthew 11:28-30

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Duet: "Before the Paling of the Stars" (Christina Rossetti and John Boda)
Meditation: "OVERCOMING THE SCROOGE IN ALL OF US"
Special Music: "Night of the Father’s Love" (AURELIUS PRUDENTIUS, Pepper Choplin)
(The congregation joins on the first verse of "Silent Night")

Benediction
Benediction Response 466: "This Little Light of Mine"
Participants: Pastor Mark and DeeAnn McCormick, Dr. Paul and Beth Patton, Barb and Jerry Fuller, Marsha
Hacker, April Lakatos, Jamie Keller, Kim and Lorraine Finison, Gina Patton, Roger Kennedy, Ann McClelland

The Christmas Eve collection will be given to the Salvation Army, partly in memory of Blanche
Samohovetz, who was a long-time volunteer there, as well as at Mayflower, and to help with their
disaster relief efforts in the wake of the recent extremely destructive tornados. Thanks for your
support of this most worthy charity!
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