MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, December 13, 2020, 10:30 a.m.
Third Sunday of Advent

Welcome and Greeting
Prelude: "Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light" (John Schop, arr. Cindy Berry)
Opening Sentences
Hymn 89: "Come Thou Long Expected Jesus"
Lighting of the Advent Candles: The Candle of Joy
Opening Prayer
Special Music: "Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming" (arr. Michael Kastner and Kevin McChesney)
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to
the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide
for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.
For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will
make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring
among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what
is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

Sermon: "THE ABSURDITY OF ADVENT"
Hymn 90: "Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers"
Benediction
Benediction Response 580 (v. 1): "God Be With You ‘Til We Meet Again"
Participants: Pastor Mark & DeeAnn McCormick, Pastor Jacob Richards, Barb & Jerry Fuller, Shannon Spasova

